
MONTEREY PENINSULA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

TO: Board of Education

DATE: January 8, 2007

ITEM: INFORMATION: Proposed "Trigger Points" for Future
New Construction and School Expansion Projects

BACKGROUND:
Recommendation 15 of the Facilities Master Plan reads: "Adopt trigger
points so that new schools are not opened until sufficient enrollment
exists to offset the new costs." District staff is working on long-term
plans for new housing areas and wishes to confirm Board support for
the "trigger points" in that analysis.

DISCUSSION:
Given the fixed operating cost of any school, opening with too few
students will encroach on other district funds. On the other hand,
costs to provide interim facilities or bus students to temporary
locations also create excessive costs.

MPUSD staff recommends that a new school or classroom wing should
open when 50% of the seats will be filled by the end of that school year
and 85% utilization will occur within three school years. For example,
a new 550 student elementary school should open when it is projected
that 275 students will enroll by the end of that year and 467 students
will enroll by the end of the third year of use.

RECOMMENDATION:
Receive report for information.

PREPARED BY:
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Thomas Woodruff,
Chief Business Officer
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MONTEREYPENINSULA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

TO: Board of Education

DATE: January 8, 2007

ITEM: INFORMATION: Consider MPUSDBoard Membership in California School
Boards Association Education Legal Alliance

INTRODUCTION:

The Board requested that this topic be an agenda item for discussion.

BACKGROUND:

The CaliforniaSchoolBoardsAssociation(CSBA)EducationLegalAlliancetakes on important
issues of statewide impacton districts,county officesof education,and regionaloccupational
programs. Typically,the Alliancewillfileamicusbriefs(''friendof the court briefs")in appellate
court cases, but has also filedtheir own cases both before administrativeagenciesand in the
courts. Aletterdetailingpendinglawsuitsis attachedto thisannotation.

OBJECTIVE:

To have the Board considerthe possibilityof becomingmembers of CSBA'sEducationLegal
Alliance.

COST/FUNDING SOURCE/FISCAL IMPACT:

Yearlydues for the 2006-2007 school year are $2,440.

RECOMMENDATlON(S):

That the Boardof Educationreviewthis informationitemand directDistrictadministrationof the
Board'sinterest inthis topic.

PREPARED BY

Jea~ Fernandez
Admklistrative Assistant

APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION
TO THE BOARD OF EDUCATION



-- -----

riJegal issues that impact schools.

IolBoards Association initiates and supports litigation on behalf
-'county officesof education, and regional occupational centers!
;ronissues and case law,

It;p.J;ppertytax collection fees imposed on all districts, the Alliance
:rgctbebroad spectrum of statewide public education interests in the""".

;~lp-9 billion as a result of the 20°4-°5 budget deaL

;r:riissiononState Mandates over adverse mandate decisions,

Recently, the AIIi~se~$~
-'. ---);!;c;

. Classification of te~d - for lay~off purposes (pending)
,<

.Use of district mailboxe~ liyum

Our continuing challenge:

.Adequacy of school funding: The Alliance is continuing to work on a campaign to ensure that schools have the
funding necessary to achieve the state standards,

How we work:

Cases and issues are selected by a steering committee ofboard members, superintendents, and education leaders from

government and private industry. An advisory committee of noted school law attorneys provide legal analysis and
strategies to the Steering Committee.

Howwe'refunded:

The Alliance is funded by contributions from participating CSEAmember school districts and COEs.In order to have
continuing impact, this work requires resources and the support ofALLschool districts and COEs.
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CSBA

CaliforniaSchoolBoardsAssociationEducation Legal Alliance
3100 Beacon Blvd. P.O. Box 1660 West Sacramento, CA 95691-1660

800-266-3382. Fax: 916-371-3407' e-mail: !egal@csba.org
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9-:Legf:lJAU!a~(jeta.keson legal issues that impact schools.
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"lJ$Dlitigatiom'What YO.
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Uneed to know
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i~19tate.s thE:state constit~tion by illegally transferring authority over public schools
{~orofj:lieQity oftoskAhgelesthrough a newly created "Council ofMayors" and

J'~ngeles-May?r's CO~tl~fypartnership for SchoolExcellence." Article IX.
nj6 .ofthe,Califointa COQstltutionstates that no "part ofthe public school system shall

.mrect1yor indi~ect!y.lrari~!~5~'5~fr?pthepublic school system or placed under the
jurisdiction ofa:nyauth.o[itYoIii~rtJ1aI1.0neincluded within the public school system."

. AB 1381creates a~ov)rnah94s~t~t.t~etnat~dilutes accountability and contains no
direct line of'autho!-ity.AB I38Tl:~hiovesthe rights ofparents and voters to elect their
representatives totne Los'4ngele§tJnitledSchool District governing board and transfers

authority fortheeducation~,~~qg,r~rntopersons outside the school system who are not
accountabletothe s~h()~~syst~,~.I{e~~sionsic::gardingthe local governance ofLAUSD
belong to thepeoplemostaffyde,a.,the;"otersofLAUSD. not to the Legislature.

,. " ',,':>',.,sr-. ;,' i . .

. Byremoving authorityfroni-tli~;}p;~itllyelected governing board and placing it outside

of the school system,A~fI38{~f}~£esa precedent that affects all board members and
districts acrossth.estate::C9~A'1i~¥'lpined in the lawsuit in order to maintain governing
board decision.~makip.&audlo:r:itft8jme~tthe educational priorities and needs oflocal
communities." ,':-c:

. A broad coalition of organizatf8~s hasjoined CSBAand LAUSDin challenging the
constitutionality ofAB1381. the mayoral takeover bill. Other parties include the Associated
Administrators ofLosAngeles. plaintiffs, parents ofLAUSDstudents. U.S.Rep.Diane
Watson (a former LAUSDboard member), area PTAs. the League ofWomen Voters of
LosAngeles and the Association of California School Administrators.

. It is critical that the constitutional questions be resolved as soon as possible so that
the LAUSDboard and staff can return their focus to the education ofLAUSDstudents

and continue implementing the successful reform efforts that have resulted in marked

improvements in student achievement. This so-called reform is not about educating the
children of LosAngeles. but is instead about the political ambitions of adults in Sacramento.

. How can school board members help in this effort? Right now, the most effectiveway to

show your support is by ensuring that your district is a member in good standing ofthe
Education LegalAlliance.
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CaliforniaSchoolBoardsAssociationEducation Legal Alliance
3IOO Beacon Blvd. P.O, Box 1660 West Sacramento. CA 95691-1660

800-266-3382' Fax: 916-371-34°7' e-mail: legal@csba.org




