
MONTEREY PENINSULA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Disbict Elementary Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) Program
Presentation by Gatekeepers

INTRODUCTION:

Attachedis informationin supportof a requestfrom the GatekeepersBoardof the MPUSDGiftedandTalented
Educationprogramto (1) coverthe cost of GATEtransportation($30,000)or (2) provideother assistanceto
offsetGATEprogramcostsfor the currentschoolyear(2006-2007).

BACKGROUND:

The Gatekeeperswasorganizedin 1995 to providefinancialsupport,evaluation,andadvocacyfor GATE.Since
its inception,the group has raisedover $500,000to provideequipment,supplies,staffing, and funding for
hundredsof childrento participatein the GATEprogram.

OBJECTIVE:

To receivea programoverviewof the GATEprogramand requestfor supportfrom the GatekeepersBoardto
coverthe costof GATEtransportationor provideotherassistanceto offsetGATEprogramcostsfor the current
schoolyear.

COST/FUNDING SOURCE/FISCAL IMPACT:

If approved,fundingwouldcomefromthe GeneralFund.

RECOMMENDATION(S):

That the Boardreceivea presentation regardingthe GATEprogramand hear a request fromthe Gatekeepers
Board for funding to cover the cost of GATEtransportation or provide other assistance to offset GATEprogram
costs for the currentyear.
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GATE Program Overview and Request for the
November 6, 2006, MPUSD Board Meeting

The Board of the MPUSD Gifted And Talented Education (GATE) program submits the
following information in support of a request to the MPUSD Board of Trustees for the current
(2006-2007) school year to (1) cover the cost of GATE transportation ($30,000), or (2) provide
other assistance to offset GATE program costs. The information below summarizes the GATE
program background, evaluation and funding.

GATE Background

. According to the Jacob Javits Gifted and Talented Education Act, gifted children are
youth with outstanding talent, who perform or show the potential for performing at
remarkable high levels of accomplishment when compared with others of their age,
experience or environment. These children and youth exhibit high performance capability
in intellectual, creative, and/or artistic areas, possess an unusual leadership capacity, or
excel in specific academic fields. They require services or activities not ordinarily
provided by the schools. Outstanding talents are present in children and youth &om all
cultural groups, across all economic strata, and in all areas of human endeavor.

. The MPUSD GATE Program has been in its current configuration, a pullout program,
since the mid-1970's, for grades 3-5. It was first housed at Juan Cabrillo School, then at
Stilwell, now at Fitch. Originally, it was staffed with 3.5 FTE's and one secretary. Due to
budget cutbacks, the program now employs two FTE teachers serving grades 4-5.

. Students qualify for entry into the 4thgrade GATE program based on recommendations
trom their 3rdgrade teachers and performance on (1) the Math and English Language Arts
sections of the California Standard Test (CST), (2) Ravens Progressive Matrices, and (3)
the Creativity Assessment trom the Structure of the Intellect Screening Test.
Qualifications for entry of new GATE students into the 5th grade GATE program is
similar. Students who qualify for 4thgrade GATE do not have to requalify for 5thGATE
program.

. Beyond California State GATE funding, MPUSD used to cover all costs for
transportation, supplies, staff development, and clerical support. The closure of Ft. Ord,
massive budget cuts and other exigencies resulted in the removal of district funding for
the GATE program.

. Contrary to popular belief, GATE children are not a homogenous, white, upper middle
class elite. In 2004-2005, the last time data was obtained, 40% of GATE students were
receiving tree/reduced lunches, and 56% represented ethnic minorities.
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. The Gatekeepers, a SOI(c)(3) Non Profit Corporation, was organized in 1995 to provide
financial support, evaluation, and advocacy for (GATE). Since inception, the
organization has successfully kept the program open and thriving. To date the
Gatekeepershave raised over $SOO,OOOto provide technologicalequipment,supplies,
staffing, and, most importantly, the funding for hundreds of deserving children. In this
way, the Gatekeepers strive to meet one ofMPUSD's stated goals, that "no child should
be deprived of an appropriate education".

. GATE provides an appropriate program that meets the intellectual, social/emotional, and
study skills needs of our elementary grade students. Please see the GATE website
www.mpusd.kI2.ca.us/gatekeepers for a complete listing of goals and program content.

. When GATE was staffed with three FTE's teachers, GATE enrollment was
approximately 300 students. With the staff reduction and reconfiguration to only two
grades, the population has been approximately IS0-180 students.

GATE Program Evaluations

. Every year, we ask GATE students and their parents for feedback about the GATE
program. These qualitative evaluations have been overwhelmingly positive (files are
available for your review). Here is an example quote:

"[ just wanted to let you know what a positive experience GATE has been for
Charlie. Charlie has never really liked school, even though he excels at it. He
would never talk about school and was never happy about going. However, when
he goes to GAlE, [ hear about everything! You can't shut him up. While "trick or
treating" [ learned a theory about how dinosaurs became extinct. During
Thanksgiving dinner, our hosts learned about how bridges are made. You have
transformed his impression of what school can be. You've made it challenging,
creative and thought provoking. Thankyou for making my child enjoy school and
to be proud of his accomplishments. "

. Although subjective appraisals are important, the Gatekeepers also wanted to implement
an objective evaluation of student outcomes due to GATE program participation. Based
on recommendations from the Executive Director of the national Center for Gifted
Education, we selected two tests (1) the Fowler Science Process Skills Assessment and
(2) the Test of Critical Thinking (TCT).

. The study design involved assessing the effects of GATE participation on TCT and
Fowler test performance of 4thgrade GATE students, but not Sthgrade GATE students,
because many SthGrade GATE students had participated in GATE the previous year.
Focusing on the 4thgrade GATE students allowed us to isolate and better interpret GATE
program participation effects.
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. A sample of incoming 4thgrade GATE students was identified in 2005, and a matched
comparison sample of non-GATE students was then identified based on similar
California Achievement Test (CAT-6) scores obtained £Tomtesting all students in 3rd
grade. Although the CAT-6 scores are not used as qualifiers to enter the GATE program,
the CAT-6 is a well-established nationally-normed reference test that is appropriate for
deriving matched academic student samples for control group comparison purposes.

. As predicted, results of a pretest-using the Fowler and TCT tests-administered at the
start of the 4thgrade school year showed no statistically significant differences between
the scores of incoming GATE students and the matched comparison group of non GATE
students.

. At the end of the 4thgrade school year, we then administered a post test-using
equivalent forms of the Fowler and TCT tests-to the same GATE and non-GATE
students we tested initially.

. Although the non-GATE students improved on both tests over the school year, the GATE
students improved much more than the non-GATE students.

. On the Test of Critical Thinking, the GATE students showed an additional 10% gain over
the matched non-GATE students.

. On the Fowler Science Process Skills Assessment, the GATE students showed an
additional 20% gain over the matched non-GATE students.

. On both tests, the superior gains by GATE students were both substantial and statistically
significant (additional details on test procedures and results are available upon request).

. In addition, a program can be evaluated by how community leaders view it. Here is a
2005 quote £TomMonterey City Councilman Jeff Haferman:

As a City Council member, I know that one of theprimary responsibilities of a community
is to help all children reach theirpotential. Furthermore, any group of children with
special needs that go unmet is "atrisk. " Gifted children represent a special population
that needs a tailored curriculum to thrive and mak£ the most of their talents.

The GiftedAnd TalentEducation (GATE)program of Monterey is one of the last
providers of gifted education services topublic school students in theMonterey area. I
applaud the volunteer Gatek£epers who have successfully administered thisprogram for
many years and continuously raisefunds through grants and individual contributions.

GATE is a great example of how a community can meet an important local educational
need I encourage parents and organizations to continue their generous support of this
program.
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